Last Minute, Shocking $6.5 Million Reduction Affects Michigan’s Youngest Crime Victims

LANSING (August 25, 2022) - Child Advocacy Centers of Michigan, the statewide voice of the 35
local nonprofit organizations that provide services to children who are the victims of child
sexual and physical abuse and neglect, learned this week the details of the State of Michigan’s
new plan to cut $6.5 million in federal, non-taxpayer funds, that allow “CACs” to provide
forensic interviews, therapy and other crucial, front-line services to the state’s youngest crime
victims. The cuts are slated to take effect on October 1, 2022.

Since 1984, these funds have passed through state government from the federal Victims of
Crime Act (VOCA) dollars, collected from convicted criminals who are ordered to pay
restitution, punitive damages and other fines and fees. The state administers these funds via
the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services’ Crime Victim Services Commission,
which is charged to “promote services and supports that protect and enhance the health,
safety, dignity and rights of victims of crime across the state of Michigan.” CACs were originally
told, via a request for proposal, to expect a pool of $12.5 million in funding, only to find out at
the end of the process, just two days before grants were scheduled to be awarded, that the
total, split among more than 30 organizations, would be just $6 million.

“This is a critical situation that, if not corrected quickly, stands to compromise the safety and
well-being of more than 10,000 Michigan children in just a few weeks,” said Julie Bird, Executive
Director of Child Advocacy Centers of Michigan.

Cutting VOCA funds for CACs will create a devastating ripple effect across Michigan that, unless
corrected, will be felt for years to come, Bird added. In addition to a deep and sudden cut in
services, this will delay the progress of child abuse investigations, continue to expose
vulnerable children to their abusers, deprive children of necessary trauma-informed specialized
mental health services, cause the closure of many rural CACs, and increase the burden on law
enforcement. Survivors of abuse and their caregivers will be forced to navigate systemic
barriers instead of having child-friendly, dedicated CACs to provide these critical services. With
court systems still backed up from 2020 closures, the negative impact will be compounded in
the largest counties.

These cuts negatively affect funding for local CACs across the state with budget holes ranging
from 19 to 79 percent. As it stands, only one CAC in the Upper Peninsula, located in Delta
County, is receiving funds - just $73,000 to provide services for a population spanning
thousands of square miles. “This means that many child survivors will have to drive six hours
round trip to receive our critical and much needed services. This is devastating for children in
the U.P.,” said Melissa Middaugh, Executive Director of Delta Regional CAC.

CARE House of Oakland County, founded in 1977 as the CAC serving that county’s 1.2 million
residents, received no VOCA funding from this process, after receiving $817,000 in the current
fiscal year. CARE House uses these funds to pay therapists and forensic interviewers, who work
directly with children to heal from abuse and bring criminal offenders to justice. “After 20 years



of receiving VOCA funding, and many years of passing audits with high marks, including most
recently in August of 2021, we are surprised and disappointed to suddenly be told our funding
through this program is cut to zero,” said Blythe Tyler, CEO of CARE House of Oakland County.

CACs across the state are calling on supporters and elected officials to restore this crucial
funding via any possible option, before services that support the safety and protection of
children will have to be cut at the local community level.



